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“Don’t ever laugh at the child jumping along the road trying not io step
on the cracks between the paving stones; he is probably inventing a rite.”

Superstudio, 1982 ¢

Ihleyo, Off the busiest connective carways and exhaust streams run dense and conjunctive
footways and well-worn tracks. Streets without raised footpaths that necessitate the jostled,
personal negotiation of people, bicycles, unicycles, walking sticks, wheelchairs, and the
occasional powered vehicle. Cars are at a distinet disadvantage on Tokyo’s narrow, winding
internal corridors where potplants and pedestrians often trump automobiles, as limited space
nind personal preference bring gardens across driveways and side streets.

I'hese safe and slow pathways are perfect for tiny feet and their larger commute-weary
compunions. Dense greens and colorful, scented collages reside at the height and scale of little
eyven and noses. Irrepressible hands thrive on the mixture of gravel, sand, grass, rocks, sticks and
fallen fruit that compose Tokyo carpets. In summer, developing ears drink in crickets, cicadas
nnd neighborhood rustlings.

I envy my children, their everyday environment: its flowers and vegetable plots, insects and
petny nformal structures, fruits, berries and edible greens. The human(e) scale and pungent
pernonility of “Tokyo’s neighborhoods distill the exquisite refinement of sight, taste, smell and
(ol in a shifting stream of experience that comprises sensation, memory and anticipation.®

Children don’t just own their environment; they invent it. Their instinct and curiosity turn
(the urban landscape into a vital resource to be exploited (often to the discomfort of the adult
waorld) in pursuit of a fluid “repertoire of playthings™® that values activity and things over
sputinl relations.” It is from these “normal” aspects of everyday life—capabilities, relationships,
nndd resources—that resilience grows.®?

Childrersdo not need the “extraordinary”, the “specialized” or the “kiddy-fied”. On the
contrary, the directness and intimacy with which children interact with people and objects
should be the envy of adults bruised by life. Consider: The child looks up and says “Bow-
wow™ every time it sees a dog. It jumps up and down in its stroller, waving its arms: “Bow-
wow! Bow-wow!"™ We who are older and wiser may (cel somewhat exhausted by the child’s
cnthustosm, “All right, all right, it’s a bow=wow," we say, unimpressed. “Please sit sall,” We are
not enthralled, We have seen a dog before,"" Children are abilivions (o the harsh light of reason
laminating the adult world, a seemingly alien way of teasonbog that tejects the relevance of
places (does not crente, Children earyve out pockets of the Bdete and il foenishing (heir
dlinly paths with ae s and memorfes, denme, mpiee st diseasious slands of habitable
npceull infumed e ormnge sugar oy oy Wtk s sttes sl steange happenmings, !
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FINE-GRAINED CONSTRUCTIONS

Tokyo parks are covered in gravel and dust. Grass
is rare—it's too expensive and difficult to main-
tain. A space that is hot, dirty and uncomfortable
for adults provides a flexible, fine-grained and al-
most limitless construction toy for little hands—
in this case, for cooking birthday cakes.
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FINE-GRAINED TREASURES

Gravel, rocks, sticks, mud—the “bits of uncon-
sidered clutter'? that comprise our streets add
a rich and dense tactile layer to the rut of “visu-
al appreciation” that adults are stuck in.
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FINE-GRAINED TREASURES

Abundant and resilient plants (known to adults
as weeds) are an important part of children's
lives because they are always close and no one
cares if you mess around with them.
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PLAYGROUND HACKS

It's incredibly easy to hack your neighborhood
playground for competitive sports. Here, a rock
and a set of swings are the required elements
for the intensely competitive "Ishi-tori ge-mu”
(Grab the Rock Game).
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FRUGAL THRILLS

A desolate park in the middle of a monolithic
and depopulating apartment complex provides
ample space for dangerous fun. A grassy car
park slope combines with cardboard from a
nearby supermarket to form a handmade roll-
ercoaster. Junk paired with unobserved children
often escalates to thrill seeking.
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FRUGAL PEACE

['or children, the possibilities for quiet time are
casy lo create—a cardboard box can provide a
dlark and cool spot for rest from heavy-duty play.
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COZY INFINITY

At child scale, curved paths and routes are wide
and flat. They appear to go on forever, making
them feel both cozy and less claustrophobic at
the same time.
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WASTE OF LEARNING?

Water fountains foster knowledge of refresh-
ment, ballistics and raw, near out-of-control
power. Permissive, indeterminate design of wa-
ter is important.'?
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STRANGE ENCOUNTERS
(GENERATIONS)

Gentle negotiations while feeding ducks create
a brief but relaxing and secure moment be-
tween an elderly gentleman and a young girl,
meeting for the first time. Fleeting encounters
across generations foster the sharing of energy,
experience and trust,
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STRANGE ENCOUNTERS (ANIMALS)

Neighborhood animals are mysterious, elusive,
and sometimes friendly. Regular yet unschedula-
ble and thus highly anticipated meetings take place.
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HUMBLE ROUTINES

Child-scale routines are marked by simple ele-
ments of the street: patterns, cut-outs, hints. It's
good to have something to align yourself with.
Tuan taught us that "place is in the pauses"—a
sense of routine; moments of stability; transi-
tion points.
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I'hese selections from an ongoing investigation of child use of the environment begin (o
illustrate the rich and vibrant usership of the streets that children enact, We can learn from
children i we follow, sppreciite, and wtifle reflexive NO', Stop and laten, Forget about
time nnd your presstog b Stoply watch and listen: you will develop a reverence for thei
ineshnustible fngenuiy '



Taer@ TOTEM

A Guide to Tokyo

F—Fa—b—FL
FEARRAAF

A Project by Monnik
Edited by Christiaan Fruneaux and Edwin Gardner

Designed by Jasper van den Berg

SE— -




