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Highlights * Required 
Conscious Layers https://www.consciouslayers.com/  
> A warm and inviting all-afternoon session introducing various aspects of clothing upcycling (hand printing, 
sewing, embroidery). This was a new experience for MAC and its members and was warmly welcomed. 
This group usually works "on the other side of the bridge" and they/we were particularly excited to be able 
to work on the North Shore, where one of their team lives. 

 

 
 
Developed Alternative Pottery Learning Space using waste Mairangi Bay Clay with Auckland potter 
Jack Tilson 
> Got all aspects of the pottery space working, from hand-powered clay preparation to firing and glazing 
using glazes made of local waste materials, in collaboration with participants and friends. 
> This project has gathered a solid base of participants, forming a loose but effective community of learning 
and practice. We are excited about developing this project in the near future. 
> Enjoying collaborating with Jerome Kavanagh on handmade instruments with local clays 

https://www.consciouslayers.com/


 

 

 



 
 
Hosted bamboo workshop with waste bamboo (from local construction sites) with visiting bamboo 
artist Maya Aoki. 
>A chance encounter led to sharing of new knowledge about a resource that is easily and freely available in 
our community. We are excited about keeping in touch with Maya and developing this idea. 

 



 
 
Hosted Japanese public performance and interaction artist Zon Sakai 
> A chance encounter led to a ten-day open to the public performance/masterclass with this 70 year-old 
artist. It is a rare treat to have such an artist active in our neighbourhood, and the encounters and 
collaborations that evolved contributed to the artistic and creative development of all. It was particularly 
interesting to experience the interactions between our environment and local materials and Zon's ways of 
working. 

 



 

 



 
 
Community feast with Shota Matsumura 
> Another fantastic event which blurred public/private space boundaries and brought together a community 
of practice interested in handmade food, "making-do" with resources at hand, and pleasures of the senses 
(including garden haircuts by Katsu).  

 
 



 
 
World Social Science Forum 2018 
> Chris will present aspects of this project in an invited presentation at World Social Science Forum 2018 
(Fukuoka, Japan). The presentation is titled  "Improvising a Delicious Landscape with Resources at Hand - 
Experiments with Fruit, Weeds, Clay, and Junk in Tokyo and Auckland" as part of Building a new food 
economy in Japan through sharing, collaboration, and commoning, a session organised by FEAST Project, 
Research Institute for Humanity and Nature (RIHN) 
Presentation: http://small-workshop.info/doc/improvising_delicious_landscape.pdf  
 
Give a brief description of the highlights of your project. Explain what was successful and worked 
well. 
Development and wisdom * Required 
Scheduled and reliable events/workshops 
> We improved on past projects in this regard (the Alternative Pottery Space, in particular is now known as 
a regular space of activity). However, we would still benefit from developing an easily accessible calendar 
of events and notification of such. 
 
Clarity of activity 
> We need to be able to more clearly show ongoing and upcoming activity of this nature through our 
website and social media channels. We plan to develop a dedicated page/blog on our website to address 
this issue, so that these freeform activities do not get muddled with more "official and formal" activities such 
as exhibition openings and paid classes. 
 
Alternative Pottery Learning Space(s) with Auckland Clays 
> We are planning to develop this into a year-long multi-layered off-site, mobile, and embedded in the 
community ceramics initiative using clay harvested around Auckland. The project will also develop new 
connections between MAC and education institutions, community centres and the department of 

http://www.wssf2018.org/index.html
http://small-workshop.info/doc/improvising_delicious_landscape.pdf


corrections. 
 
International Connections 
> Chris will visit independent community arts centres and potteries in Kyushu (Japan) with Zon Sakai, who 
we hosted during this project. We aim to make connections for sharing knowledge about use of local 
resources and collaboration between local artists. In particular, Art Space Chiyofuku (which Zon Sakai 
operates) runs a Local-to-Local programme. 
 
 
What did people say, to share in a good news story? * Required 
"When you do things like this in public, miracles can happen" 
 
"Jack and Chris are offering a tactile material introduction to the Auckland landscape through the use of 
clay. Their’s is an innovative approach to understanding the landscape we all occupy and has been 
transformative for some of our students" 
 
 
How did your project deliver to the criteria you selected: participation and access, diversity or 
young people? * Required 
The project increased access and participation through four dimensions: (1) Making Friends, (2) Increasing 
and deepening the local arts-community interface, (3) Widening the margin of art in the community, and (4) 
Building participant creative capabilities through domain-relevant knowledge, creativity skills, and intrinsic 
motivation. 
 
Alternative Pottery Learning Space activities opened up the entire process of pottery to many people, 
showing them that they are able to "do pottery" almost for free. A wide range of "types" attended, including 
many young adults and middle-aged people - groups that do not often participate in our normal 
programmes at MAC.  
 
Zon Sakai's public performances/workshops brought a totally new flavour to the community - Making 
Friends, sparking conversation, and drawing new people into this programme of activities. 70-year-old Zon 
worked with primary school age children and middle-aged residents in a non-hierarchical manner - an 
inter-generational combination which is rare but something that we much desire. 
 
Collaborations with new artists and groups (Conscious Layers, Maya Aoki, Zon Sakai) brought new groups 
into our sphere of activities and opened up directions for future collaboration. We are excited at how these 
groups/individuals may interact with our other activities. The workshop with Maya Aoki was a prototype of 
how we can bring in new artists and participants through friendship and improvisation - a less formal and 
more open process.  
 
Two artist talks to students at Elam School of Fine Arts (Chris Berthelsen and Jack Tilson; Zon Sakai) 
>Increased MAC interface with tertiary arts education and students 
>Invited and inspired students to work with us and/or try out our methods (especially working with clay) in 
their own art works. 
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 
Shelter for space at 28 Maxwelton drive 
 



First Sketch by Julie Liu (April 10, 2018) 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We made a temporary shelter for handmade art centre / alternative pottery learning space / eatery with 
“stuff” we found “around here” 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Attempting to make a hamster wheel shelter for roaming Auckland Suburbs with Critical Euro Artist Rumen 
Rachev and Carol Kaoru Kodama 

 
 



Video 
Video 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gef7xmXDjbU&index=37&list=PLSxpJa6NMGce8EFvBLU3UIfxWSgqHZQ_R&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bcyr2oIziVQ&index=38&list=PLSxpJa6NMGce8EFvBLU3UIfxWSgqHZQ_R&t=0s

